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The House panel investigating the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol insurrection meets at the Capitol in Washington, Dec. 1, 2021. From left are Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., Rep. Zoe 
Lofgren, D-Calif., Chairman Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., Vice Chair Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., and Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md. 
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From Front

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House committee inves-
tigating the Jan. 6 insur-
rection at the Capitol said 
Thursday that the Supreme 
Court should let stand an 

appeals court ruling that 
the National Archives turn 
over documents from for-
mer President Donald 
Trump that might shed light 
on the events leading up to 
and including that day.
In a filing with the court, 

House committee says Trump privilege claim should be tossed
lawyers for the committee 
argued that it is within its 
jurisdiction to seek the infor-
mation. 
“Although the facts are un-
precedented, this case is 
not a difficult one,” the law-
yers said in the filing, add-
ing, “This Court’s review is 
unwarranted, and the pe-
tition for a writ of certiorari 
should be denied.”
The lawyers said, however, 
that if the court “nonethe-
less believes” a review is 
warranted, “the Congres-
sional Respondents re-
spectfully request that the 
case be resolved expedi-
tiously.”
The nine-member congres-
sional committee is investi-
gating not just Trump’s con-
duct on Jan. 6 — when he 
told a rally crowd to “fight 
like hell” shortly before riot-
ers overran law enforce-
ment officers — but also his 
efforts in the months before 
to challenge election re-
sults or obstruct a peaceful 
transfer of power.
Trump has attacked the 
committee’s work and 
continued to promote un-
founded conspiracy the-
ories about widespread 
fraud in the election, even 
though Joe Biden’s vic-
tory was certified by all 
50 states. His claims have 
been rebuked by courts 
across the country.
In suing to block the Na-

tional Archives from turning 
over documents, Trump’s 
lawyers have said the com-
mittee has “no legitimate 
legislative purpose” for 
seeking them and grant-
ing access to the records 
would damage executive 
privilege for future presi-
dents. Last week Trump’s 
lawyers asked the Supreme 
Court to hear arguments 
on his claim that execu-
tive privilege prevents the 
release of the documents, 
describing the committee 
as engaged in “meander-
ing fishing expeditions.” 
The committee says the 
documents, including pres-
idential diaries, visitor logs, 
speech drafts and hand-
written notes, are vital to 
its investigation into the 
deadly riot at the Capitol 
aimed at overturning the 
results of the 2020 presiden-
tial election.
The Supreme Court could 
decline to hear the ap-
peal. Such action would 
mean the ruling Dec. 9 by 
the federal appeals court is 
the final word on the mat-
ter. 
The U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Colum-
bia Circuit tossed aside 
Trump’s various arguments 
asserting executive privi-
lege, saying Congress has 
a “uniquely vital interest” in 
studying the events of Jan. 
6. That panel also placed 

emphasis on Biden’s de-
termination that the docu-
ments were in the public 
interest and that executive 
privilege should therefore 
not be invoked. 
The question now is wheth-
er at least four justices 
agree to hear the case. 
The court has six conserva-
tive jurists, including three 
appointed by Trump, and 
several issues have arisen 
since Trump’s lawyers filed 
their original petition that 
might be of interest. 
On Tuesday, The Associ-
ated Press reported that 
the House committee had 
agreed to defer its attempt 
to get some documents, 
at the request of the Biden 
administration. The White 
House was concerned that 
releasing all of the Trump 
administration documents 
sought by the committee 
could compromise nation-
al security and executive 
privilege. 
The agreement to keep 
some Trump records away 
from the committee is me-
morialized in a Dec. 16 let-
ter from the White House 
counsel’s office. It mostly 
shields records that do not 
involve the events of Jan. 
6 but were covered by the 
committee’s sweeping re-
quest for documents from 
the Trump White House 
about the events of that 
day. q

The Supreme Court is seen at dusk in Washington on Oct. 22, 
2021. 
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To our clients and to our readers, 
We sincerely thank you for your support and your friendship throughout 2021.  
There will no newspaper on New Year’s Day 2022, but we will return to your 

doors, lobbies, and newsstands on Monday, January 3th, 2022.  
We wish you a joyous holiday season and a Happy New Year. 

Stay safe!
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The world’s population is 
projected to be 7.8 billion 
people on New Year’s Day 
2022, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau.
That represents an in-
crease of 74 million peo-
ple, or a 0.9% growth rate 
from New Year’s Day 2021. 
Starting in the new year, 
4.3 births and two deaths 
are expected worldwide 
every second, the Census 
Bureau estimated.

Meanwhile, the U.S. grew 
by almost 707,000 people 
over the past year, and 
the nation’s population 
is expected to be 332.4 
million residents on New 
Year’s Day 2022, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau.
The Census Bureau esti-
mate represents a 0.2% 
growth rate from New 
Year’s Day 2021 to New 
Year’s Day 2022.

Starting in the new year, 
the U.S. is expected to 
grow by one person every 
40 seconds from births, mi-
nus deaths, as well as net 
international migration. 
The U.S. is expected to 
experience a birth every 
nine seconds and a death 
every 11 seconds, as well 
as an additional person 
from international migra-
tion every 130 seconds.q

By JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Drug-
maker Teva Pharmaceuti-
cals contributed to the opi-
oid crisis, a suburban New 
York jury ruled Thursday in 
one of few verdicts so far 
among thousands of law-
suits nationwide over the 
painkillers.
A separate trial will follow 
to determine what Teva will 
have to pay in the case, in 
which New York state and 
two Long Island counties 
took on a swath of drug 
companies. 
In Thursday’s verdict, a Suf-
folk County jury found the 
drug company played a 
role in what is legally termed 
a public nuisance  but had 
lethal consequences — 
an opioid use epidemic 
linked to more than 500,000 
deaths in the U.S. in the 
past two decades. 
“Teva Pharmaceuticals 
USA and others misled the 
American people about 
the true dangers of opi-
oids,” James, a Democrat, 
said in a news release. “To-
day, we took a significant 
step in righting the wrongs 
this country has collectively 
experienced over the last 
two decades.”
Israel-based Teva, which 
makes medications using 
the powerful opioid fen-
tanyl, said it “strongly dis-
agrees” with the verdict 
and plans to appeal. 
“The plaintiffs presented 
no evidence of medically 
unnecessary prescriptions, 
suspicious or diverted or-
ders, no evidence of over-
supply” by Teva and didn’t 

show that Teva’s marketing 
caused harm to New York-
ers, the company said in a 
statement. It is also arguing 
for a mistrial, based on vari-
ous issues. 
Around the country, state 
and local governments, 
Native American tribes, 
unions, school districts and 
others have sued the drug 
industry over the painkillers. 
New York’s lawsuit, filed in 
2019, targeted several opi-
oid producers and distribu-
tors, companies that buy 
medications in bulk and sell 
them to pharmacies. 
The suit accused drug com-
panies of breaching their 
legal duties “to profiteer 
from the plague they knew 
would be unleashed.” The 
state and counties said 
that drug manufacturers 
collaborated to mislead 
people and downplay the 

serious risks of opioid addic-
tion, and that drug distribu-
tors skirted systems meant 
to limit orders for painkillers. 
Teva is known for making 
generic drugs, but the law-
suit focused on Actiq and 
Fentora, two brand-name 
fentanyl drugs approved 
for some cancer patients. 
Teva repeatedly promoted 
them more broadly for oth-
er types of pain, in a “de-
ceptive and dangerous 
marketing strategy,” the 
lawsuit said. 
“They try to say they’re 
selling legal products. The 
only problem is: They’re sell-
ing them illegally,” lawyer 
Hunter Shkolnik, who rep-
resented Nassau County, 
said at a virtual news con-
ference Thursday. “The jury 
saw that what they’re do-
ing is wrong.”
Teva said Thursday it “con-

tinues to focus on increas-
ing access to essential 
medicines to patients” and 
believes a national settle-
ment of opioid issues is in 
patients’ best interest.
New York said the conduct 
of the various opioid com-
panies named in the suit 
cost the state hundreds 
of millions of dollars in ad-
diction treatment bills and 
other expenses. Lawyers for 
the counties suggested the 
Teva could be held liable 
for tens of billions of dollars, 
or more, in damages.
“The numbers are stagger-
ing, what it has cost our 
communities and what it 
will continue to cost our 
communities” in emergen-
cy services for overdose 
victims, drug rehabilitation 
programs and more, Suf-
folk County’s lawyer, Jayne 
Conroy, said at the virtual 

news conference. 
Teva was the sole manu-
facturing defendant left in 
the suit after others settled, 
most recently  Allergan Fi-
nance LLC in December. 
The various settlements 
have netted New York up 
to $1.5 billion. 
Elsewhere, only a few opi-
oid cases have gone to 
verdicts to date, with no 
clear consensus on out-
comes.
An Oklahoma judge ruled 
against drugmaker John-
son & Johnson in 2019, but 
the state’s supreme court 
overturned that decision  in 
November. 
A California judge in No-
vember ruled in favor of 
drugmakers — including 
Teva — and a federal jury 
in Cleveland sided with two 
Ohio county governments  
that had claims against 
pharmacy chains. 
A trial has been complet-
ed but a judge has not 
yet ruled in a West Virginia 
case, and a trial is ongoing 
in Washington state. Thou-
sands of other cases are in 
the process of heading to 
trial.
There have also been set-
tlements. Some of the big-
gest industry names — such 
as distributors Amerisource-
Bergen, Cardinal Health 
and McKesson and drug-
makers Johnson & John-
son, Mallinckrodt Pharma-
ceuticals — have reached 
nationwide settlements 
with a cumulative value 
potentially well over $30 bil-
lion. Most of the money is 
being directed to fight the 
epidemic. q

New York jury holds drugmaker Teva liable in opioid crisis

Trucks drive in front of Teva Pharmaceutical Logistic Center in the town of Shoam, Israel, Oct. 16, 
2013.

Associated Press 

Census Bureau: World grew by 74 
million over past year

Indians, some wearing face masks as a precaution against 
the COVID-19, crowd a weekly market in New Delhi, India, 
Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2021. 

Associated Press 
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LOUISVILLE, Colo. (AP) — Residents of two northern 

Colorado cities were or-
dered to evacuate Thurs-
day because of wildfire.
The city of Louisville, was 
has a population of 21,000, 
was evacuated after resi-
dents in Superior, which has 
13,000 residents, were told 
to leave. 
Superior is about 20 miles 
(32 kilometers) northwest 
of Denver. Louisville is just 
4 miles (6 kilometers) north-
east of Superior. 
A nearby portion of U.S. 
Highway 36 was also shut 
down because of fire. 
The blaze northwest of 
Superior was one of sev-

eral fires that started in 
the area Thursday, at least 
some sparked by downed 
powerlines, as winds have 
gusted up to 105 mph (169 
kph), according to the Na-
tional Weather Service. 
A scene straight out of an 
apocalyptic movie was 
captured in bystander 
video outside a Costco 
in Superior. It shows winds 
whipping through the bar-
ren trees in the parking 
lot surrounded by gray 
skies, a hazy sun and small 
fires scattered across the 
ground.
Colorado’s Front Range, 

where most of the state’s 
population lives, had an 
extremely dry and mild fall, 
and winter so far has con-
tinued to be mostly dry.
Extreme conditions like 
these are often from a 
combination of unusual 
random, short-term and 
natural weather patterns 
heightened by long-term, 
human-caused climate 
change. Scientists have 
long warned that the 
weather will get wilder as 
the world warms. Climate 
change has made the 
West much warmer and 
drier in the past 30 years.q

By KAREN MATTHEWS and 
MICHELLE L. PRICE 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — New 
York City will ring in 2022 in 
Times Square as planned 
despite record numbers of 
COVID-19 infections in the 
city, the state and around 
the nation, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said Thursday.
“We want to show that 
we’re moving forward, and 
we want to show the world 
that New York City is fight-
ing our way through this,” 
de Blasio, whose last day 
in office is Friday, said on 
NBC’s “Today” show.
After banning revelers 
from Times Square a year 
ago due to the pandem-
ic, city officials previously 
announced plans for a 
scaled-back New Year’s 
bash with smaller crowds 
and vaccinations required.
While cities such as Atlan-
ta have  canceled New 
Year’s Eve celebrations, 
de Blasio said New York 
City’s high COVID-19 vac-
cination rate makes it fea-
sible to welcome masked, 
socially distanced crowds 
to watch the ball drop 
in Times Square.  “We’ve 
got to send a message to 
the world. New York City is 
open,” he said. Thanks to 
the highly contagious omi-
cron variant that was first 
identified as a variant of 
concern last month, new 
COVID-19 cases in the U.S. 
have soared to their high-
est levels on record  at 
over 265,000 per day on 
average. New York City re-

ported a record number of 
new, confirmed cases — al-
most 44,000 — on Wednes-
day, according to New 
York state figures.
Statewide, New York on 
Wednesday reported more 
than 74,000 people tested 
positive for COVID-19, the 
second day in a row that 
the state set a record of 
new, confirmed cases. 
More than 1,600 people 
were newly hospitalized 
statewide, pushing the 
number of COVID-19 hos-
pitals around the state to 
more than 7,300. New York 
also reported 76 additional 
deaths. De Blasio said the 
answer is to “double down 
on vaccinations” and not-

ed that 91% of New York 
City adults have received 
at least one COVID-19 vac-
cine dose. The city’s next 
mayor, Eric Adams, will 
take the oath of office in 
Times Square early Satur-
day. Adams, a Democrat 
like de Blasio, said at a 
news conference Thursday 
that his team is working with 
de Blasio’s and he plans to 
keep much of the outgoing 
mayor’s plans in place.
Among the policies Adams 
plans to keep in place is a 
vaccine mandate for pri-
vate sector employees that 
is the most sweeping of any 
state or major city. Ad-
ams said he, like de Blasio, 
would impose fines on busi-

nesses that do not comply 
but would try to use the 
fines as a last resort. 
Even as reported cases 
and hospitalizations surge, 
Adams has committed to 
keeping schools open and 
staving off the closures that 
marked the early months of 
the pandemic.
“We can’t shut down our 
city again,” Adams said. 
“We can’t allow the city to 
go further into economic 
despair.”The new mayor 
said he and a team of ad-
visors are studying whether 
to expand on other vac-
cine mandates. New York 
City currently requires 
teachers and staff in pub-
lic and private schools to 

be vaccinated but de Bla-
sio did impose the require-
ment on students. Dr. Dave 
Chokshi, the city’s Commis-
sioner of the Department 
of Health and Mental Hy-
giene, said Thursday that 
city officials will decide by 
spring whether to impose 
such a requirement for 
students. Officials are also 
studying whether to require 
that people have received 
a booster shot in order to 
be in compliance with vac-
cine mandates for indoor 
dining, working out at gyms 
and other activities. 
Adams said he plans to roll 
out a color-coded system 
alerting New Yorkers to the 
current threat level posed 
by the virus and what safety 
measures are in place. The 
incoming mayor did not of-
fer more details about the 
system. The new mayor and 
his medical advisors said 
Thursday that they plan to 
distribute face masks that 
provide more protection 
against the coronavirus, 
such as N95s, at health de-
partment sites and through 
community groups. The city 
also plans to send students 
home with rapid tests for 
use at home. “We should 
plan and prepare for a 
challenging few weeks, 
certainly through January 
with respect to what we’re 
seeing for the winter surge 
due to omicron,” Chokshi 
said. “This is not something 
that we’re just going to 
take passively. This is some-
thing that we have agency 
over.”q

Times Square show will go on despite virus surge, mayor says

Jonathan Bennett, host of Good Riddance Day, left, and Joe Papa, Director of Events, Times Square 
Alliance burn a 2021 banner at the official Good Riddance Day celebration in Times Square, 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021, in New York. 

Associated Press

2 Colorado cities evacuated by wind-driven wildfire

Smoke from a wildfire rises in the background, Thursday, Dec. 
30, 2021, in Superior, Colo.

Associated Press
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By HUIZHONG WU 
Associated Press
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Chi-
nese officials promised 
steady deliveries of gro-
ceries to residents of Xi’an, 
an ancient capital with 13 
million people that is under 
the strictest lockdown of a 
major Chinese city since 
Wuhan was shut early last 
year at the start of the 
pandemic.
China’s Commerce Minis-
try has contacted nearby 
provinces to help ensure 
adequate supplies of ev-
eryday necessities, a min-
istry spokesperson said 
Thursday. 
State broadcaster CCTV 
aired a story Thursday 
showing building staff as-

sembling free grocery de-
liveries for the residents of 
an apartment complex in 
Xi’an.
The deliveries included a 
box of 15 eggs, a 2.5-kilo-
gram (5.5-pound) bag of 
rice and some green veg-
etables. Residents could 
also expect either some 
chicken or pork, it said. 
Still, some people com-
plained in comments be-
low the segment shared 
on Weibo, a social media 
platform, that they have 
not received the same de-
liveries in their communi-
ties. 
Many worried if they will 
be able to obtain fresh 
vegetables and meat.
This week, authorities tight-

ened restrictions in Xi’an so 
that people can no longer 
leave their homes to buy 
groceries. 
Previously, residents were 
allowed to buy food once 
every two days. The city is 
also sealed off, meaning 
that people cannot leave 
without special permission.
Xi’an reported 155 new lo-
cally transmitted cases on 
Wednesday, and a total 
of about 1,000 cases in the 
latest outbreak. 
The numbers pale in com-
parison to outbreaks else-
where in the world, but are 
significant for China, which 
continues to follow a pol-
icy of trying to eradicate 
the coronavirus. 
That has resulted in wide-

spread lockdowns to cut 
the virus’s spread. 
China has reported a total 

of 101,890 cases and 4,636 
deaths since the pandem-
ic began.q

By NASSER KARIMI and
ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
launched a rocket with 
a satellite carrier bearing 
three devices into space, 
authorities announced 
Thursday, without saying 
whether any of the objects 
had entered Earth’s orbit.
It was not clear when the 
launch happened or what 
devices the carrier brought 
with it. Iran aired footage 
of the blastoff against the 
backdrop of negotiations 
in Vienna to restore Teh-
ran’s tattered nuclear deal 
with world powers. An eight 
round had been underway 
this week and is to resume 
after New Year’s holidays.
Previous launches have 
drawn rebukes from the 
United States. The U.S. State 
Department, Space Force 
and the Pentagon did not 
immediately respond to 
requests for comment on 
Thursday’s announcement 
from Iran. Ahmad Hosseini, 
a Defense Ministry spokes-
man, identified the rocket 
as a Simorgh, or “Phoenix,” 
rocket that sent up the 
three devices 470 kilome-
ters (290 miles). 
“The performance of the 
space center and the 
performance of the satel-
lite carrier was done prop-
erly,” Hosseini was quoted 
as saying. But hours later, 

Hosseini and other officials 
remained silent on the the 
status of the objects, sug-
gesting the rocket had fall-
en short of placing its pay-
load into the correct orbit. 
Hosseini offered a speed 
for the satellite carrier that 
state-associated journalists 
reporting on the event indi-
cated wouldn’t be enough 
to reach orbit. 
Iran’s civilian space pro-
gram has suffered a series 
of setbacks in recent years, 
including fatal fires and a 
launchpad rocket explo-
sion that drew the attention 

of former President Donald 
Trump.  Iranian state media 
recently offered a list of up-
coming planned satellite 
launches for the Islamic Re-
public’s civilian space pro-
gram. Iran’s paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guard runs its 
own parallel program that 
successfully put a satellite 
into orbit last year. Hosseini 
described the launch an-
nounced Thursday as “ini-
tial,” indicating more are 
on the way. 
Television aired footage 
of the white rocket em-
blazoned with the words, 

“Simorgh satellite carrier” 
and the slogan “We can” 
shooting into the morning 
sky from Iran’s Imam Kho-
meini Spaceport. A state TV 
reporter at a nearby desert 
site hailed the launch as 
“another achievement by 
Iranian scientists.”
The blast-offs have raised 
concerns in Washington 
about whether the tech-
nology used to launch 
satellites could advance 
Iran’s ballistic missile de-
velopment. The United 
States says that such satel-
lite launches defy a United 

Nations Security Council 
resolution calling on Iran 
to steer clear of any activ-
ity related to ballistic mis-
siles capable of delivering 
nuclear weapons.
Iran, which long has said 
it does not seek nuclear 
weapons, maintains its sat-
ellite launches and rocket 
tests do not have a military 
component.
Announcing a rocket 
launch as diplomats strug-
gle to restore Tehran’s 
atomic accord keeps with 
Tehran’s hard-line posture 
under President Ebrahim 
Raisi, a recently elected 
conservative cleric. 
New Iranian demands in 
the nuclear talks have ex-
asperated Western nations 
and heightened regional 
tensions as Tehran presses 
ahead with atomic ad-
vancements. Diplomats 
have repeatedly raised the 
alarm that time is running 
out to restore the accord, 
which collapsed three 
years ago when Trump uni-
laterally withdrew the U.S. 
from the deal. 
From Vienna, Iranian nu-
clear negotiator Ali Bagh-
eri Kani told Iranian state 
TV that he hopes diplo-
mats pursue “more serious 
work to lift sanctions” when 
nuclear talks resume next 
week. He described nego-
tiations over the past week 
as “positive.” q

This photo released by the official website of the Iranian Defense Ministry on Thursday, Dec. 30, 
2021, shows the launching of Simorgh, or “Phoenix,” rocket in an undisclosed location in Iran. 

Associated Press 

Iran launches rocket into space amid Vienna nuclear talks

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, subdistrict 
office staff carry daily necessities to be delivered to households 
under closed-off management in Xi’an, in northwestern 
China’s Shaanxi Province, Dec. 29, 2021.

Associated Press 

Chinese officials promise groceries for lockdown residents
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By AUDREY HOROWITZ 
Associated Press
TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has 
approved a fourth vac-
cine dose for people most 
vulnerable to COVID-19, 
an official said Thursday, 
becoming one of the first 
countries to do so as it 

braces for a wave of infec-
tions fueled by the omicron 
variant.
Nachman Ash, the director 
general of the Health Min-
istry, announced the deci-
sion at a press conference, 
saying the doses would 
initially be given to those 

with weakened immune 
systems.
“We will continue to track 
the data on a daily basis 
and we will see if we need 
to broaden this recommen-
dation to more of the pop-
ulation,” he said.
The Sheba Medical Center 
later said it would begin ad-
ministering the fourth dose 
to heart transplant pa-
tients early on Friday. Israel 
launched trials of the fourth 
dose at the center earlier 
this week, administering it 
to some 150 medical per-
sonnel who had gotten a 
booster in August.
Israel was among the first 
countries to roll out Pfizer’s 
coronavirus vaccine a year 
ago and began rolling out 
boosters last summer. But 
it still saw a wave of infec-
tions blamed on the delta 
variant, and officials have 
warned of another driven 

by the fast-spreading omi-
cron.
Around two-thirds of Israel’s 
population of nearly 9.5 mil-
lion have received at least 
one dose of the vaccine, 
and some 4.2 million Israe-
lis have received all three 
doses, according to the lat-
est Health Ministry figures.
“Israel will lead the way in 
administering a fourth vac-
cine (dose) to the Israeli 
people,” Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett said in a 
statement. “Israel’s strat-
egy for overcoming omi-
cron is clear: The greater 
the wave, the greater the 
protection we will need to 
overcome it.”
Earlier Thursday, Israel re-
ceived its first shipment of 
pills that treat the worst ef-
fects of the virus.
It’s among of the first coun-
tries to receive Pfizer’s Pax-
lovid, a pill that can be 

taken at home to ward off 
the most severe symptoms 
of the coronavirus. All the 
previously authorized drugs 
require an IV or injection.
Israeli media reported that 
the first shipment consists of 
20,000 doses, with more ex-
pected as Pfizer ramps up 
production.
Israel currently has more 
than 22,000 active pa-
tients, including more than 
90 who are seriously ill. At 
least 8,243 people have 
died from COVID-19 in Is-
rael since the start of the 
pandemic.
Last week, Chile an-
nounced that it would start 
offering a fourth dose in 
February. Chile has report-
ed almost 86% of its popu-
lation fully vaccinated, 
making it the country with 
the highest level of immuni-
zation against the corona-
virus in Latin America.q

By RAHMAT MIRZA 
Associated Press
LHOKSEUMAWE, Indone-
sia (AP) — A group of 120 
Rohingya Muslims disem-
barked from a boat that 
had drifted for days off 
Indonesia’s northernmost 
province of Aceh and was 
towed by a navy ship into 
port, officials said Friday.
The refugees’ wooden 
boat was reportedly leak-
ing and had a damaged 
engine. Efforts to rescue its 
passengers, who are over-
whelmingly women and 
children, began after In-
donesia’s government on 
Wednesday said it would 
allow them to dock be-
cause conditions on the 
boat were so severe.
The broken-down boat 
was towed by a navy ship 
early Thursday from its lo-
cation about 53 miles (85 
kilometers) off the coast of 
Bireuen, a district in Aceh, 
toward Krueng Geukueh 
seaport in neighboring 
Lhokseumawe, a coastal 
town in the North Aceh dis-
trict, said navy western fleet 
command spokesman Col. 
La Ode M. Holib.
High waves and bad 
weather hampered the 
rescue operation, and the 
navy ship was moving 5 

knots (5.7 miles) per hour to 
keep the towed boat from 
capsizing, Holib said. The 
boat docked safely just af-
ter midnight Friday.
Authorities used buses to 
move the Rohingya refu-
gees from the port to a 
nearby warehouse, provid-
ing temporary shelter amid 
heavy monsoon rains. The 
refugees will all be tested 
for the coronavirus, Holib 
added. The boat was first 

sighted by local fishermen 
on Sunday about 60 miles 
(96 kilometers) off the coast 
of Bireuen, said Badruddin 
Yunus, the leader of the lo-
cal tribal fishing community. 
He said fishermen provided 
food, water and clothes to 
the passengers, including 
60 women, 51 children and 
nine men, who said they 
wanted to go to Malaysia 
and had been at sea for 28 
days before the boat’s en-

gine broke down.
Videos obtained by The As-
sociated Press from the In-
donesian navy showed the 
refugees’ wooden boat 
packed with dozens of 
members of the Rohingya 
ethnic community floating 
at sea. Women and chil-
dren onboard cried out 
for help as the navy ship 
approached their boat, 
and officers in an inflatable 
boat were delivering food 

and other supplies to them.
The United Nations refugee 
agency said it was ready to 
assist Indonesia’s govern-
ment and local community 
in preparing for the Rohing-
ya, including establishing a 
quarantine process in line 
with international public 
health protocols amid the 
pandemic.
More than 700,000 Rohing-
ya Muslims have fled from 
Buddhist-majority Myanmar 
to refugee camps in Ban-
gladesh since August 2017, 
when the Myanmar mili-
tary launched a clearance 
operation in response to 
attacks by a rebel group. 
Myanmar security forces 
have been accused of 
mass rapes, killings and the 
burning of thousands of 
homes. 
Groups of Rohingya have 
attempted to leave the 
crowded camps in Bangla-
desh and travel by sea in 
hazardous voyages to oth-
er Muslim-majority coun-
tries in the region.
Muslim-dominated Malay-
sia has been a common 
destination for the boats, 
and traffickers have prom-
ised the refugees a better 
life there. But many Rohing-
ya refugees who land in 
Malaysia face detention.q

Rohingya refugees sit in a wooden boat as it arrives at Krueng Geukueh Port in North Aceh, 
Indonesia, Thursday, Dec. 30, 2021. 

Associated Press

Boat with 120 Rohingya refugees disembarks in Indonesia port

A shipment of Pfizer’s antiviral COVID-19 pill, Paxlovid, sits on a 
pallet on arrival at Ben Gurion International airport near Tel Aviv, 
Thursday, Dec. 30, 2021.

Associated Press 

Israel approves 4th vaccine dose for most vulnerable
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By NOHA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press
CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese 
security forces fired tear 
gas and live ammunition 
at protesters rallying Thurs-
day in the country’s capital 
and elsewhere against the 
October military coup. At 
least four protesters were 
killed, a Sudanese medi-
cal group said. The Sudan 
Doctors Committee tweet-
ed that the fatalities took 
place in Khartoum’s twin 
city of Omdurman and that 
many demonstrators were 
wounded. The protests 
were the latest in near-daily 
demonstrations across Su-
dan — despite tightened 
security measures and clo-
sures of bridges and roads 
— over the Oct. 25 military 
takeover that upended the 
country’s fragile transition 
to democracy. 
During the day, thousands 
marched in Khartoum, 
beating drums and wav-
ing Sudanese flags. They 
chanted “Revolution! The 
military belong in the bar-
racks!” Demonstrators also 
hurled stones at security 
forces and armored po-
lice vehicles from where 

tear gas was fired. Simi-
lar protests took place in 
other parts of the country, 
including the provinces of 
Kassala and West Darfur, 
and the coastal city of Port 
Sudan. The medical group 
called on doctors to rush 
to hospitals in Omdurman 
to attend to the casualties, 
saying many were “in criti-

cal condition.” The com-
mittee is part of the Suda-
nese Professionals Associa-
tion, which spearheaded 
the mass uprising that led 
to the ouster of longtime 
autocrat Omar al-Bashir in 
2019. The association said 
that state-allied militias 
were intercepting ambu-
lances and medics to pre-

vent them from reaching 
the wounded. Thursday’s 
protests were preceded 
by a disruption of the mo-
bile internet, according to 
advocacy group NetBlocs, 
a usual tactic employed 
by the generals since the 
coup. “Our position is clear; 
we are opposed to any ne-
gotiations, partnership or 

compromise” with the mili-
tary, said Shahinaz Gamal, 
a protester. “We came out 
today to bring down this 
(ruling military) council and 
to have a civilian demo-
cratic government after-
wards.”
Despite the internet disrup-
tion, activists posted a few 
videos showing masked 
protesters under clouds of 
gas. Also, Saudi-owned Al 
Arabiya television and its 
Al Hadath news channel 
reported that Sudanese 
security forces raided their 
bureaus in Khartoum and 
confiscated their equip-
ment during the protests 
on Thursday. They also said 
that two of their correspon-
dents along with their cam-
era crew were beaten up 
by Sudanese forces. 
The U.S. Embassy in Khar-
toum condemned the kill-
ing of four people and in-
jury of dozens during Thurs-
day’s demonstrations. “We 
also deplore the violent 
attacks by Sudan’s security 
services on media outlets 
and journalists, and urge 
authorities to protect the 
freedom of the press,” the 
embassy tweeted.q

Group: Sudanese forces fire at anti-coup rally; 4 killed

People chant slogans during a protest to denounce the October military coup, in Khartoum, 
Sudan, Thursday, Dec. 30, 2021. 

Associated Press
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Be extra careful with fireworks

ORANJESTAD - The Department of Public 
Health DVG wishes everyone a safe and 
responsible New Year’s celebration. 

They urge the community to limit their al-
cohol consumption during the festive days 
and be responsible when driving. They 

also urge the community NOT to handle 
fireworks when under the influence of al-
cohol.

The holiday season brings joy to many 
people, but keep the following in mind:
•	 Do not allow unsupervised children to 

handle fireworks;
•	 use ear protection, especially for chil-

dren under the age of 14;
•	 do not put fireworks in your pockets or 

backpack;
•	 keep enough distance from fireworks 

when lit, at least 8 meters;

•	 do not light fireworks in your hands; always light fire-
works with the lighter fuse;

•	 do not throw fireworks on others or near animals;
•	 do not re-light malfunctioning fireworks;
•	 do not experiment with fireworks;
•	 when done, soak the area before cleaning up.

By following these recommendations, everyone can en-
joy the end of the year safely and happily.

The DVG wishes Aruba a responsible end-of-year cele-
bration and wishes everyone a healthy and prosperous 
2022.q

Fireworks and pets. What you need to know!
ORANJESTAD - As we are approaching 
the end of 2021, we would like to remind 
the community that pets do not enjoy fire-
works as humans do.

Loud unexpected firework sounds can 
scare even the most relaxed dog or cat. 
Why? Dogs hear sounds four times louder, 

whereas cats can hear sounds almost ten 
times louder than humans.
Some pets find shelter at home during the 
New Year’s celebration, while many get 
desperate and flee their homes and the 
sounds.
Some dogs like fireworks and try to grab 
the lit fireworks with their mouths. These 

can cause burns that will require emergency vet inter-
vention.
That is pet owners must be extra vigilant with their pets 
around the fireworks.

How to keep your pets safe around fireworks:
•	 Keep your pets indoors at a safe location during the 

use of fireworks.
•	 turn on a radio or TV to distract the pets;
•	 stay close to them and keep them busy;
•	 provide extra attention that they deserve.

The pet’s fear can cause them to find a way out of the 
yard while trying to find shelter from the loud sounds.
There are some ways to find the pets back in the event 
they run away;
Make sure your pet has a tag on its collar with your infor-
mation. It is advisable to have the pet microchipped at 
the vet.
A microchip will give your pet an identification number 
that can be useful when tracking if they runoff. When 
found, a vet can scan the microchip and locate the 
owner. Ask your vet if tranquilizers are optional for your 
pets. Tranquilizers need to be administered only if neces-
sary and in the correct doses.
If the pet is not microchipped, take a recent photo of 
the pet to use if it is lost. Make sure the information of the 
Microchipped pet is accurate and up to date, including 
current address and phone number.q
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Visit the COVID Test Center HOH only 
on your appointment date and time
ORANJESTAD -The Test 
Center of the Dr. Horacio 
E. Oduber Hospital (HOH) is 
seeing an increase of indi-
viduals visiting too early on 
their scheduled day and 
even a day before the ap-
pointment date.

This situation is causing long 
lines and hinders testing of 
those on time for their test-

ing appointment. These 
persons received their ap-
pointment via the Aruba 
Health App. 
The DVG urges everyone 
scheduled for their COVID 
test at the HOH Test Center, 
to be patient and only go 
test on the testing date and 
time as indicated on the 
Aruba Health App. Those 
who are too early for their 

appointment will not be 
tested and should come 
back later for their test.
For those with symptoms 
but with NO appointment:
•	 Call your Family Physi-

cian. In acute cases, 
call your doctor’s emer-
gency number);

•	 register for your test 
on http://covid19test.
healthapp.aw or call 

2800101;
•	 go to the test center 

ONLY on the time and 

date appointed and 
wait at home for the 
test results.q

Happy New Year from 
Aruba to ….

ORANJESTAD — We love that despite the crisis you decid-
ed to spend New Year with us, and we are therefor very 
thankful. We would like to portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your new year celebration picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Happy New Year from Aruba to 
…..
Send your picture with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special 
way to keep your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today News-
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, like-
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa-
tion.
Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free newspaper throughout 
the year. For 2022 we strive to make you a happy reader 
every day again.
Happy new Year!!!q

Prepaid High-Speed Internet 
anywhere on the island

ORANJESTAD — Are you in Aruba for 
"Workation" and need high-speed Inter-
net anywhere at any time? SETAR, Aru-
ba's biggest telecom provider, offers you 
the fastest wireless Internet plans on an 
LTE network.
 
Work remotely on the beach via your 
tablet, laptop, or smartphone and en-
joy faster upload and download speeds. 
SETAR Prepaid Wireless Broadband of-
fers you a lower latency rate, meaning 
websites loads faster, YouTube does not 

pause every five seconds, and apps 
download at a higher speed, all using 
your Mi-Fi device. 
SETAR Wireless Broadband Prepaid of-
fers you Internet anywhere for a fixed 
fee without worrying about additional 
charges, and it is easy to use and ac-
cess. Choose the bundle that suits your 
budget and needs.
 
Visit SETAR Teleshop with locations 
around the island or at the airport to 
check your Mi-Fi SIM or device.q
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Covid Test Center at Paseo has the best experience!
PALM BEACH  -  Don’t spend a single mo-
ment of your long awaited holiday in Aru-
ba thinking about your return testing. The 
Covid Test Center Aruba located at the 
Paseo Herencia Mall is your travel ally. 
Just sit back and relax knowing that, when 
the time comes, their professional staff will 
make this process a breeze for you. No 
need to make an appointment or dread 
the nasal swab; you’ll be done with it in a 
matter of minutes and back to fun stuff.

Some regions require proof or certification 
of negative COVID-19 status before allow-
ing people into or out of the country. With 
rules and guidelines varying greatly from 
country to country, the safest approach 
is to have recent proof you are COVID-19 
negative before you get to the airport. 
Covid Test Center @ Paseo provides both 
PCR and Antigen type testing with results 
within hours; and both are accepted by 
the CDC.
Covid Test Center @ Paseo is conveniently 
located at the Paseo Herencia Mall in the 
heart of the Palm Beach Strip and right 
across from the Playa Linda and Holiday 

Inn hotels; only two doors from T.G.I. Fri-
day’s. We are open seven days a week, 
between 9 am and 9 pm. This gives you 
the choice to walk in when it better suits 
you. It can be at the start or at the end of 
your day. No appointment needed here.
The friendly technicians at Covid Test Cen-
ter @ Paseo will take your information as we 
are aware it is imperative that this shows 
accurately on the results. For a seamless 
process, please verify that you have pro-
vided the correct email to deliver the cer-
tificate. Said certificate can be printed at 
our offices should you wish to do so.
We understand that nobody enjoys doing 
a nasal swab. That is why we take pride in 
our reputation of being the gentlest swab-
bers on the island. First, we will not rush you 
just to go to the next in line. Through clear 
given instructions we want you to feel 
comfortable. When you are ready, we will 
promptly but tenderly take a proper sam-
ple. Many elsewhere traumatized people 
praise the difference it makes to test with 
us.
Forget about counting hours before your 
flight, our turnaround is fast! For travel to 
the US, for example, a day before will suf-
fice. A great game plan is to test first, then 
head out for an evening of dining, shop-
ping and entertainment at the Paseo Her-
encia Mall, home of the water and lights 
show in the evenings. By the time you are 
back at the hotel, your results will be ready 
in your inbox.
A PCR test costs $75 and results are ready 
the next day, while Antigen test costs $35 
with same day results. If you are staying 
at an off-high-rise area property, you can 
benefit from the free parking our custom-
ers receive at the mall lot.). 
For more information follow us on Face-
book, Instagram or Twitter.q
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By TALI ARBEL and 
PAUL WISEMAN 
Associated Press
The forces that have scram-
bled thousands of flights 
since Christmas Eve could 
ease in January, but that’s 
cold comfort to the millions 
of flyers with New Year’s 
plans. 
And if 2021 has taught us 
anything, it’s that 2022 will 
likely be just as unpredict-
able.
Here’s a look at what has 
mucked up flights for thou-
sands of people this holiday 
season, and what could 
happen over the next few 
weeks.
WHAT HAPPENED?
Airlines weren’t spared from 
the spread of the omicron 
variant, which knocked out 
flight crews at airlines that 
had already reduced the 
size of their workforces fol-
lowing the collapse of air 
travel in 2020.
The wave of omicron infec-
tions arrived at the same 
time that crowds began 
to pack airports for holi-
day travel. Then the Pacific 
Northwest and other areas 
were slammed with cold 
and heavy snowstorms.
The convergence of all 
three forced airlines to 
cancel thousands of flights 
starting on Christmas Eve. 
As of Thursday afternoon, 
about 7,800 flights de-
parting from, going to, or 
within the U.S. have been 
scratched, according to 
flight-tracking firm FlightA-
ware. More than 1,100 of 
those were on Thursday.
The U.S. was not alone. 
There have been thou-
sands of cancellations 
abroad. European and 
Australian airlines report 
the same logistical issues 
dealing with COVID-19 and 
flight crews. Chinese airlines 
have made up a large per-
centage of cancellations. 
To put that in perspective, 
most flights were OK. There 
are nearly 70,000 flights a 
day, globally, said aviation 
data provider Cirium.
WHEN MIGHT THINGS IM-
PROVE?
U.S. health officials this 
week halved guidance to 
five days of quarantine for 
asymptomatic Americans 
who catch the coronavirus. 
Airline industry experts say 

that will alleviate the staff-
ing issues that have forced 
airlines to scratch flights — 
but the flight attendants 
unions say they’re wary 
of the change and its ef-
fect on worker health. Yet 
cases of omicron, the fast-
spreading variant of the 
COVID-19 virus, continue to 
rise. And that isn’t the only 
problem. 
It could take up to a week 
for airlines to fully recover 
from lingering bad weath-
er, said Jim Hetzel, an ex-
pert on airline operations at 
Cirium. 
Getting past the holiday 
rush will also help. January 
and February are the year’s 
slowest travel months after 
the New Year’s rush, said 
Willis Orlando, senior flight 
expert at Scott’s Cheap 
Flights. “There should be a 
lot more room for airline to 
cut routes, reassign pilots 
and have staff in reserve.’’
Some airlines have also 
recognized that the con-
fluence of the holiday rush, 
omicron and bad weather 
make it impossible to con-
tinue with current sched-
ules. 
JetBlue said Wednesday 
that it was reducing its 
schedule through mid-
January in hopes of giving 
customers more time to to 
make alternate plans rath-
er than suffer last-minute 
cancellations — although 
still more cancellations re-
main likely.
“We sincerely apologize 
for the inconvenience that 
these schedule changes 
bring,” said spokesperson 
Derek Dombrowski. He said 
crew members are volun-

teering to work extra hours 
and managers are pitching 
in where they’re trained to 
do so.
Alaska Airlines urged flyers 
who could to reschedule 
for after Jan. 2, as it was re-
ducing Seattle departures 
and more cancellations 
and delays were expected 
this week. Delta and United 
spokespeople said they 
could not predict when op-
erations would normalize. 
WAS THIS SPATE OF CAN-
CELLATIONS UNUSUAL?
Inclement weather is a spo-
radic but constant threat 
to travel in winter. A 2021 
rebound in travel, when 
airlines didn’t have enough 
staff to keep up with de-
mand, led to heavy can-
cellations and delays  ear-
lier this year. 
Southwest Airlines struggled 
in summer and fall because 
of delays and cancella-
tions, which it blamed on 
computer problems, staff-
ing shortages and bad 
weather. American can-
celed over 1,000 flights 
over Halloween weekend 
because of staffing short-
ages. Delta canceled doz-
ens of flights around Easter 
this year because of staff-
ing problems. 
COULD THE AIRLINES HAVE 
DONE ANYTHING TO PRE-
VENT THIS?
Omicron was a shock to 
the system and its speed 
broadsided just about ev-
eryone, airlines included. 
“This is kind of an extreme 
circumstance,” said Hetzel, 
the operations expert at 
Cirium. 
Some airlines were hit hard-
er than others simply be-

cause of where they tend 
to operate. Southwest and 
American had lower geo-
graphic exposure to the 
areas of the U.S. where 
weather was awful, and 
less of its staff is based in ar-
eas where COVID-19 cases 
are surging, said Raymond 
James analyst Savanthi 
Syth.
Labor groups, however, 
say more could have been 
done, like offering extra 
pay to flight attendants 
during the holiday earlier 
on. The Association of Flight 
Attendants-CWA, which 
represents 50,000 work-
ers at 17 airlines including 
United, Alaska, Frontier and 
Spirit, said Delta started of-
fering on Christmas Eve 
but should have done it 
sooner. The union that rep-
resents American’s flight 
attendants said it probably 
helped that the airline re-
called staffers who were 
on leave. In a November 
memo, the chief operating 
officer at American noted 
that nearly 1,800 flight at-
tendants returned from 
leave in November, and 
800 would return in Decem-
ber, along with 600 new 
hires. 
Syth, of Raymond James, 
did an analysis of which 
airlines she thought were 
more at risk of operational 
problems during the holi-
day season, which drives 
most of the fourth quar-
ter’s profitability for airlines. 
She found that airlines that 
were conservative with 
scheduling were hit as well 
as those that were aggres-
sive.
“This leads me to believe 
that this has more to do 
with the uniqueness of omi-
cron-variant and the great-
er impact it is having in the 
Northeast currently than a 
failure on the part of airlines 
to prepare,” Syth said. 
The airlines were more 
prepared for the holidays 
than they were for hail and 
thunderstorms that snarled 
travel earlier this year, said 
Charles Leocha, president 
and founder of the con-
sumer advocacy group 
Travelers United.
“It’s a far cry from the epi-
sodes we were facing in the 
summer and autumn when 
we had airlines that were 

out of whack for two or 
three days,’’ Loecha said. 
“It’s been a really good ef-
fort. The airlines have paid 
more money to keep peo-
ple on reserve and they’re 
paying more money to 
keep people flying.’’
Airlines have been hiring. 
The U.S. Department of 
Transportation says that as 
of October, U.S. passenger 
airlines employed more 
than 400,000 full-time work-
ers, but that’s about 9% 
fewer than they employed 
two years ago.
Even critics say airlines this 
year were at the mercy of 
the pandemic. 
“Airlines should have 
planned better and the 
(Transportation Depart-
ment) should have moni-
tored airline capacity and 
required ready reserves of 
equipment and person-
nel given the large federal 
subsidies since 2020,’’ said 
Paul Hudson, president of 
the advocacy group Fly-
ersRights.org. “But the omi-
cron variant high infection 
rate is primarily to blame in 
the holiday season disrup-
tions.’’
WHAT SHOULD TRAVELERS 
DO IF AIRLINES CANCEL 
THEIR FLIGHTS?
If your flight is cancelled, 
most airlines will put you on 
the next available plane 
to your destination free of 
charge. “They will figure a 
way to get you there. You 
don’t have to pay anything 
extra,” Leocha said.
If you cancel your trip in-
stead of taking an alterna-
tive flight, you are entitled 
to your money back, even 
if you had nonrefundable 
tickets. When they cancel 
flights, airlines tend to push 
customers toward vouch-
ers for future flights instead 
of offering a full refund. 
Orlando, of Scott’s Cheap 
Flights, urged travelers to 
remember their right to get 
their money back. “Airlines 
make it very easy to allow 
them to keep your mon-
ey,’’ he said.
You also can ask the air-
line to transfer your ticket 
to another airline, but it is 
are not obligated to do so. 
Likewise, airlines are not re-
quired to reimburse you for 
hotel rooms, cabs or other 
expenses.q

EXPLAINER: Why are so many flights being canceled?

Jessica Andrijauskas, from Buenos Aires, rests her head on 
her luggage as she awaits the results of her COVID-19 test, at 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, Wednesday, Dec. 
29, 2021, in Arlington, Va. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. affirms new interpretation for 
high-level nuclear waste

By KEITH RIDLER
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — The 
Biden administration has 
affirmed a Trump admin-
istration interpretation of 
high-level radioactive 
waste that is based on the 
waste’s radioactivity rather 
than how it was produced.
The U.S. Department of 
Energy announcement 
last week means some 
radioactive waste from 
nuclear weapons produc-
tion stored in Idaho, Wash-
ington and South Carolina 
could be reclassified and 
moved for permanent stor-
age elsewhere.
“After extensive policy and 
legal assessment, DOE af-
firmed that the interpreta-
tion is consistent with the 
law, guided by the best 
available science and 
data, and that the views 
of members of the public 
and the scientific com-
munity were considered 
in its adoption,” the agen-
cy said in a statement to 
The Associated Press on 
Wednesday.
The Biden administration’s 
affirmation of the new inter-
pretation came after vari-
ous groups offered letters 
of support and opposition 
to the agency after Biden 
became president, lead-

ing to the notice in the Fed-
eral Register making clear 
where the administration 
stood. Biden has reversed 
Trump policy in other areas.
The policy has to do with 
nuclear waste generat-
ed from the reprocessing 
of spent nuclear fuel to 
build nuclear bombs. Such 
waste previously has been 
characterized as high level. 
The new interpretation ap-
plies to waste that includes 
such things as sludge, slurry, 
liquid, debris and contami-
nated equipment.
The agency said making 
disposal decisions based 
on radioactivity charac-
teristics rather than how it 
became radioactive could 
allow the Energy Depart-
ment to focus on other 
high-priority cleanup proj-
ects, reduce how long ra-
dioactive waste is stored at 
Energy Department facili-
ties, and increase safety for 
workers, communities and 
the environment.
The department noted that 
the approach is supported 
by the Blue Ribbon Com-
mission on America’s Nu-
clear Future, formed during 
the Obama administration.
The department identified 
three sites where waste is 
being stored that will be 

affected by the new in-
terpretation. In Idaho, it’s 
stored at an 890-square-
mile (2,300-square-kilome-
ter) Energy Department 
site in the southeastern 
part of the state that in-
cludes the Idaho National 
Laboratory. In Washing-
ton, the waste is stored 
at the Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation, a decommis-
sioned nuclear site in the 
south-central part of the 
state that produced pluto-
nium for nuclear bombs. In 
South Carolina, it’s stored 
at the 310-square-mile 
(800-square-kilometer) Sa-
vannah River Site, home 
of the Savannah River Na-
tional Laboratory.
The department, in the 
statement to the AP, said 
it “is committed to utilizing 
science-driven solutions to 
continue to achieve suc-
cess in tackling the environ-
mental legacy of decades 
of nuclear weapons pro-
duction and government-
sponsored nuclear energy 
research.”
The agency also last week 
made public a draft en-
vironmental assessment 
based on the new inter-
pretation to move some 
contaminated equipment 
from the Savannah River 
Site to a commercial low-
level radioactive waste 
disposal facility located 
outside South Carolina. Po-
tential storage sites are lo-
cated in Andrews County, 
Texas, and in Clive, Utah.
Previously, the agency 
through a public process 
and using the new interpre-
tation, approved moving 
up to 10000 gallons (37,854 
liters) of wastewater from 
the Savannah River Site, 
with some going to Texas.
A similar public process 
would be used concerning 
additional waste at the Sa-
vannah River Site or in the 
other two states.
The nation has no per-
manent storage for high-
level radioactive waste. 
Reclassifying some of the 
high-level waste under the 
new interpretation means 
it can legally be sent to 
commercial facilities for 
storing waste deemed less 
radioactive.q

In this May 11, 2015, file photo, nuclear waste is stored in 
underground containers at the Idaho National Laboratory near 
Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Associated Press 
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Eagle (Maria)   Tel. 585 8145
San Nicolas:
aloe Tel. 584 4606

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
Associated Press
MIAMI (AP) — The U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention warned 
people on Thursday not to 
go on cruises, regardless 
of their vaccination status, 
because of onboard out-
breaks fueled by the omi-
cron variant.
The CDC said it has more 
than 90 cruise ships under 
investigation or observa-
tion as a result of COVID-19 
cases. The agency did not 
disclose the number of in-
fections.
“The virus that causes CO-
VID-19 spreads easily be-
tween people in close 
quarters on board ships, 
and the chance of getting 
COVID-19 on cruise ships is 
very high,” even if people 
are fully vaccinated and 
have received a booster, 
the CDC said.
In March 2020, as the coro-
navirus took hold in the U.S., 

the CDC put a halt to all 
cruises for what turned out 
to be 15 months. Last June, 
it allowed ships to resume 
sailing under new strict new 
conditions. 
In August, as the delta vari-
ant surged, the agency 
warned people who are at 
risk of severe illness despite 
being vaccinated not to 
go on cruises.
The CDC on Thursday also 
recommended that pas-
sengers get tested and 
quarantine for five days 
after docking, regardless 
of their vaccination status 
and even if they have no 
symptoms.
The omicron variant has 
sent case levels soaring 
across the U.S., including 
Florida, the hub of the na-
tion’s cruise industry. The 
state set another record 
this week for new daily cas-
es, with more than 58,000 
recorded Wednesday.
U.S. cruise lines have not 

CDC warns against cruises, regardless of vaccination status
announced any plans to 
halt trips, though vessels 
have been denied entry at 
some foreign ports.
Before the CDC announce-
ment, Royal Caribbean 
Group said in a statement 
that omicron is leading to 
passenger cancellations 
and changes to itineraries, 
but that the mutant version 
is causing “significantly less 
severe symptoms than ear-
lier variants.”
The company said that 
since cruising restarted in 
U.S. waters last spring, 1.1 
million guests had trav-
eled with its cruise lines and 
1,745 people had tested 
positive for COVID-19, or 
about 0.16% of the passen-
gers.
It said that 41 required 
hospitalization, and that 
no passengers hit with the 
omicron variant had been 
taken to hospitals.
“We don’t like to see even 
one case, but our experi-
ence is a fraction of the 
comparable statistics of 
virtually any other compa-
rable location or industry. 

Few businesses are subject 
to such intense scrutiny, 
regulation and disclosure 
requirements by so many 
authorities,” said Richard 
Fain, CEO of Royal Carib-
bean. 
Most cruise lines require 
adult passengers to show 
proof of vaccination 
against COVID-19. Ships 
are allowed to relax mea-
sures such as mask use if 
at least 95% of passengers 
and 95% of crew are fully 
vaccinated.q

Cruise ships float at Port Miami, on April 7, 2020, in Miami. 
Associated Press 
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Mandy Moore braces for farewell to ‘This Is Us’; music ahead
By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — If 
Mandy Moore is bracing for 
emotional whiplash, it's un-
derstandable.
She and her musician-hus-
band, Taylor Goldsmith, 
welcomed their first child 
in February, an event she 
says that turned her world 
"Technicolor," and the pair 
collaborated on an up-
coming second album.
The cloud ahead: The end 
of "This Is Us," the NBC dra-
ma that she says proved a 
"dream on every single lev-
el," from her co-stars to the 
consistently challenging 
work. The 18-episode final 
season, beginning Tuesday 
on NBC, will include an epi-
sode directed by Moore.
"It's going to be so hor-
rific to say goodbye in a 
couple of months" when 
taping wraps, said Moore. 
"I haven't really wrapped 
my brain around it yet." She 
plays matriarch Rebecca 
Pearson in the decade-
shifting family drama cre-
ated and produced by 
Dan Fogelman — who she 
says has steadfastly resisted 
pleas to keep it going.

Moore won't have much 
of a lull after taping con-
cludes. Next summer, the 
singer-songwriter and Gold-
smith plan to tour in support 
of their follow-up album to 
2020's "Silver Landings," with 
son August in tow. Moore 
calls him "the best thing in 
my life" and a look-a-like for 
his Dawes band frontman 
dad, including the dimple 
they share ("little butt chin," 
as Moore cheerfully labels 
it on the baby, nicknamed 
Gus). 
In an interview with The As-
sociated Press, Moore talk-
ed about motherhood and 
what she sees ahead for 
her career, which already 
counts teen pop stardom, 
movies ("A Walk to Remem-
ber," "Saved!") and a lead 
actress Emmy nomination 
for "This Is Us." Remarks have 
been edited for clarity and 
length.
AP: As a new parent, how 
would you describe your 
life now?
Moore: It's all of the cli-
chés, life in Technicolor. It's 
a boundless love that you 
never could have imag-
ined. It's exhausting and 
exhilarating and everything 

in between. On a profes-
sional level, I approach my 
job with an entirely new 
heart. I want to go back 
to the beginning of this 
show now, because I have 
some idea of what it's like 
to be a mother and what a 
mother's love is and what it 
makes you do, and the cra-
zy choices that you never 
could have imagined your-
self making before becom-
ing a parent.
AP: Your comment about 
wanting to revisit "This Is Us" 
with your new perspective 
brings to mind how protec-
tive Rebecca was when her 
son Randall's birth father 
tried to enter his life.
Moore: That's exactly what 
I was thinking about. That 
was a choice that I really 
was at odds with Rebecca 
about early on. It was really 
challenging to see how she 
possibly could have made 
that decision. And now be-
ing a mom, that was her 
baby. The idea that any-
body could potentially 
harm your child emotional-
ly or could potentially phys-
ically remove your child, all 
of that is unfathomable. So 
I definitely have a lot more 

compassion and empa-
thy for the choice that she 
made.
AP: Dan Fogelman's thrown 
challenges at you every 
season, building to Rebec-
ca's dementia. Can you 
recall your reaction when 
you learned what she'd 
face?
Moore: It was initially shock-
ing, but also heartbreaking. 
This poor woman, at every 
juncture of her life, has had 
challenge after challenge. 
It really just says so much 
about who she is and what 
she brings to the table that 
with each challenge, she 
meets it with grace. I was 
also terrified, as I was when 
Dan initially told me, "Hey, 
we have this idea where 
you're playing this charac-
ter present day as we will 
be jumping around in time." 
I think I had that same ini-
tial, "Whoa, can I do that?" 
when thinking about (play-
ing) this woman with this 
very real diagnosis that 
millions of people across 
the country and the world 
deal with with loved ones. 
I wanted to make sure 
that I was doing my due 
diligence and approach-

ing this chapter of her life 
thoughtfully, because I 
know what a platform the 
show has to really have an 
important dialogue around 
Alzheimer's and dementia 
and diagnosis.
AP: Early in your acting ca-
reer, you played several 
unlikeable, snooty charac-
ters, and expressed con-
cern at one point about 
being typecast. Now you're 
playing a beloved mom, so 
it looks like you weren't.
Moore: I was not typecast. 
In fact, I'd love to get back 
to playing the villain a little 
bit more, especially after six 
years of playing arguably 
television's best mom. I think 
for a while I kept coming up 
against being typecast in 
these sort of lovely roman-
tic comedies and whatnot. 
And that is definitely a cer-
tain side of who I am. But it 
took Dan, and it takes for 
any of us, I guess, as ac-
tors or creatives, just one 
person to see something in 
you and to give you an op-
portunity that opens an en-
tirely new world. And that is 
what Dan Fogelman did for 
me with Rebecca.
AP: What's ahead for you 
on the music front?
Moore: This past July, we 
went back into the studio, 
the same group of musi-
cians (on 'Silver Landings'). 
And the plan is to pick up in 
June and July of 2022 and 
go on the road the way 
that we had intended a 
week before the world shut 
down because of COVID. I 
feel like we'll have this fully 
realized tour of music from 
'Silver Landings' and mu-
sic from my next record. 
That'll be out probably right 
around the same time as 
we tour next year, and we'll 
be able to bring Gus with 
us. So we'll have a bus with 
mom and dad and Gus 
and play music every night. 
It's the dream. It's going to 
be a fun year in 2022.q

Mandy Moore arrives at the premiere of "This Is Us" Season Six on Dec. 14, 2021, in Los Angeles. When NBC's “This Is Us” begins its 
final season, fans won't be alone in dreading the show's end. 

Associated Press
facebook.com/arubatoday/
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By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer
From court losses to po-
litical pressure to questions 
about how — and if — ath-
letes should be compen-
sated, the NCAA and col-
lege sports have faced all 
sorts of potential existential 
threats for more than 100 
years. The difference in 
2021 was volume. It was as 
if a century’s worth of issues 
fell on college sports all at 
once. Lawmakers took aim 
at the NCAA, undercut-
ting its ability to govern. 
The Supreme Court issued 
a scathing rebuke  of the 
so-called collegiate mod-
el. Internally, a new era of 
athlete empowerment was 
clumsily ushered in with all 
sorts of unintended conse-
quences. Another wave of 
conference realignment 
swept through college 
sports, causing disruptions 
and distrust among its lead-
ers. “I think it is unquestion-
ably an unprecedented 
potential crisis the NCAA is 
facing today,” said Gabe 

Feldman, the director of Tu-
lane University’s sports law 
program. If 2021 was about 
upheaval in college sports, 
2022 will be largely defined 
by reform. College sports 
leaders will attempt to re-
define the NCAA. The goal 
is to s hift power away from 
the national governing 
body  to conferences and 
schools, while still maintain-
ing the association; To be 
more accommodating to 
the wide-ranging goals and 
needs of a wildly diverse 
membership, while still re-
maining tethered through 
competition.
“I see value in the national 
association,” Southeastern 
Conference Commissioner 
Greg Sankey said. “I see 
value in the big tent. But 
we’re challenged in new 
ways.” Sankey has been 
appointed co-chairperson 
of the NCAA’s Division I 
Transformation Committee, 
along with Ohio Univer-
sity athletic director Julie 
Cromer.
That group will begin its work 

in earnest after the NCAA 
convention in late January, 
when a new pared-down 
constitution is expected to 
be ratified by membership. 
That will open the door for 
each of the NCAA’s three 
divisions to create a unique 
governance structure.
For Divisions II and III that will 
mean little change. In Divi-
sion I, which is comprised 
of 350 schools that com-
pete in the NCAA’s big-
gest championship events 
— such as the March Mad-
ness basketball tourna-
ments — the transformation 
could be radical.
“What does that mean 
about the structure and 
governance? What does it 
mean about enforcement? 
What does it mean about 
how we think about eligi-
bility? What does it mean 
about NIL? You could go on 
and on and on down the 
list,” said Baylor President 
Linda Livingstone, a former 
college basketball player 
who has become deeply 
involved in the NCAA.

NIL is shorthand for name, 
image and likeness. After 
decades of prohibiting ath-
letes from earning money 
from their fame, the NCAA 
loosened those restrictions 
close to the point of total 
deregulation this past sum-
mer. For the vast majority of 
athletes, the endorsement 
deals have produced 

modest financial gains with 
little attention paid. Ac-
cording to data compiled 
by Opendorse, a company 
that works with schools on 
various NIL issues, the aver-
age NIL compensation for 
Division I athletes between 
July 1 and Nov. 30 was 
approximately $250 per 
month.q

For NCAA, year of upheaval leads to need for transformation

Julie Cromer Peoples, interim athletic director for the University 
of Arkansas, talks about the decision to fire Arkansas coach Bret 
Bielema following a Razorbacks NCAA college football game 
against Missouri, Friday, Nov. 24, 2017, in Fayetteville, Ark. 

Associated Press 
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By JIM LITKE 
AP Sports Columnist
Somehow, he made every 
game feel fresh.
So it barely mattered 
whether you first ran across 
John Madden as the growl-
ing, grizzly bear-sized coach 
of the Oakland Raiders, the 
big, booming soundtrack 
of the NFL, or the guy with 
the “what-me-worry?” 
smile peeking out from the 
slot on a video-game con-
sole. All three generations 
of football fans faithfully fol-
lowed in his wake because 
every run-in with Madden 
after that was bound to 
yield something new.
An insect landing on the 
camera lens in the middle 
of a game? Instead of ig-
noring that detail, Madden 
turned it into 10 seconds of 
broadcasting gold by rumi-
nating on a bug’s life. The 
pigeon that wouldn’t leave 
the field after wrecking a 
pass play in a New York-
Washington tilt? Madden 
did 10 seconds of play-by-
play on that, too, wonder-
ing why the little guy hadn’t 
settled on a seat with a real 
bird’s eye view of the ac-
tion.
He riffed about dogs, tur-
key legs and once he got 
his hands on a telestrator, 
did animated bits about 
Gatorade buckets being 
part of a family and Troy 
Aikman’s inability to grow 
a beard. Madden never 
lost his delight in illuminat-
ing the thousand little dra-
mas that took place at the 

edges of the TV camera’s 
roving eye.
He even waited some 30 
years to reveal what sur-
prised him most about the 
crowning achievement 
of his time on the sidelines 
— the Raiders’ 1976 Super 
Bowl championship.
“I was told it took five or six 
guys to lift me up,” Mad-
den began the tale, “then 
they dropped me. ... But it 
was the happiest moment 
of my life.”
Madden laid down the 
template for what would 
become one of the most in-
fluential careers the game 
has ever seen early in his 
tenure as a coach. Owner 
Al Davis had just handed 

over the reins of one of 
NFL’s surliest franchises to 
the then-32-year-old as-
sistant in 1969, and there 
were a half-dozen or more 
successful role models from 
which to choose — among 
them, Vince Lombardi, 
Tom Landry, Don Shula and 
George Allen, all of them 
with hard-earned reputa-
tions as disciplinarians. 
Even then, Madden decid-
ed to go his own way.
“The fewer rules a coach 
has,” he announced with 
flawless logic, “the fewer 
rules there are to break.”
The late Ken Stabler, the 
wild-eyed quarterback 
and leader of the Raiders’ 
pack, remembered exact-

ly two when he was inter-
viewed in 2006. “Be on time 
and play hard. There were 
no dress codes, no haircut 
rules. Because he treat-
ed us that way, nobody 
abused it.”
The tributes pouring in since 
Madden’s death Tuesday 
at age 85 focused on the 
“everyman” facet of his 
personality. Of course, not 
every man spends most of 
his adult life working within 
earshot of a microphone. 
And what came out of 
Madden’s mouth at big 
moments in the biggest 
games sounded at times 
like spontaneous combus-
tion — Boom! Whap! Boink! 
Oof! Bam!

But Madden made it a point 
to resonate with fans be-
yond the emotional level. 
He was a teacher through-
out his life, trying to make 
an often overly complicat-
ed game understandable. 
His foray into video games 
was a fortuitous bit of tim-
ing, to be sure, but it was 
also an extension of Mad-
den’s ability to help others 
see the game through his 
eyes. When EA Sports be-
gan discussions about the 
first version of “Madden,” 
the real Madden got in-
volved up to his elbows.
He insisted on life-like 
graphics, full 11-man sides 
and even shared his old 
playbook from his days as 
the Raiders coach. The 
crazy add-ons, from sound 
effects to players shrugging 
off injuries to complete he-
roic plays, were often his 
ideas, too, part of a com-
mitment to make the game 
fun and accessible.
Ultimately, what most folks 
will remember about Mad-
den largely reflects where 
in their own lives they first 
found him. Patriots coach 
Bill Belichick, as unsentimen-
tal a soul and cold-blooded 
professional as football has 
ever produced, was asked 
what he would recall. After 
offering condolences to 
the Madden family, he be-
gan, “John is just a tremen-
dous person to be around. 
I think we all, probably, try 
to have a good profession-
al career. John had about 
five.”q

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer
NFL executive Troy Vincent 
hopes hiring minority can-
didates becomes so com-
mon that the Rooney Rule 

is unnecessary.
“We should be creating 
a workplace culture that 
doesn’t require mandates 
to interview people of col-
or and minorities,” Vincent 

told The Associated Press 
on Thursday. “They should 
be doing the right thing for 
the right reasons, not be-
cause there’s a policy.”
The NFL entered anoth-
er hiring cycle this week 
when teams looking for 
a head coach were al-
lowed to start interviewing 
candidates on Tuesday. 
The Rooney Rule requires 
teams to interview at least 
two external minority can-
didates for general man-
ager/executive of football 
operations positions, head 
coach and all coordina-

tor roles.  Since the Rooney 
Rule was implemented 
in 2003, 27 of 127 head 
coaching jobs have gone 
to minorities. This year, only 
one Black head coach 
was hired for seven open-
ings, but 13 Black coordi-
nators and three general 
managers got jobs.
“Except for the head 
coaching positions, over-
all there was significant 
and historic progress for 
minority hiring in 2021,” 
Vincent said. “Statistically, 
47% of interview requests 
for coaches, coordinators 

and GMs were for minor-
ity candidates, and 35% of 
open hires went to minori-
ties, nearly doubling 2020 
in both interviews and 
hires.”
Vincent, a five-time Pro 
Bowl cornerback who 
played from 1992-2006 
and a former president 
of the NFL players union, 
is the league’s executive 
vice president of football 
operations. He wants to 
see minority hiring become 
a standard practice in the 
league and for all busi-
nesses and companies. q

Madden’s real gift? ‘Always knew right thing to say’

Former Oakland Raiders coach John Madden practices the electronic charting device Telestrator 
on Jan. 21, 1982, in Pontiac, Mich., for the upcoming NFL football Super Bowl broadcast on CBS. 
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NFL exec Troy Vincent hopes Rooney 
Rule becomes unnecessary

Troy Vincent, executive vice president of football operations at 
the NFL, speaks to reporters during NFL meetings in New York, 
Oct. 26, 2021. 
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